Series 5000
Students 5123.1

Graduation Ceremonies (Participation)

The Board believes that completion of the requirements for a diploma from the District is
an achievement that improves the community as well as the individual. Therefore, the
Board wishes to recognize that achievement annually in a publicly held graduation
ceremony.

Students must have successfully compieted all high school graduation requirements
and obligations in order to participate in the graduation ceremony, except as provided
below:

1. A foreign exchange student may be permitted to participate in the graduation
ceremonies at the discretion of the school administration, upon successful
completion of the school year.

2. Exceptions may be approved by the Board in unusual circumstances, upon
recommendation of the school administration.

The school administration shall notify all students of the requirements and obligations
that must be met in order to participate in the graduation exercises. individual students
who are not or may not be eligible to participate in the graduation ceremonies, and their
parents(s)/guardians(s), shall be notified.

(cf. 5123 — Promotion/Retention)

(cf. 5131 — Conduct)

(cf. 6146 — Graduation Requirements)

Legal Reference:  Connecticut General Statutes

10-221 Boards of education to prescribe rules, policies and
procedures

BOE Approved: August 20, 2013

Revised:




5145.15(a)

Students

Directory Infermation

The District may disclose any of the items listed as “Directory Information” without prior written
consent, unless notified in writing to the contrary.

“Directory information” means one or more of the following items: student’s name, address,
telephone number, date and place of birth, major field(s) of study, participation in officially
recognized activities and sports, photographic, computer and/or video images, grade levels,
electronic mail address, weight and height of members of athletic teams, dates of attendance,
degrees and awards received, including honor roll publication, and the most recent previous public
or private school attended by the student, parent’s name and/or e-mail address,

A student’s Social Security Number or student ID number is prohibited from designation as
directory information. However, student ID numbers and other electronic personal identifiers
used to access or communicate in electronic systems may be disclosed only if the identifier is not
used by itself to authenticate identity and cannot be used to gain access to education records.

Military recruiters or institutions of higher learning shall have access to secondary school
students’ names, addresses, and telephone listings unless a secondary student or the parent of the
student requests that such information not be released without prior written parental consent.
The Board of Education shail notify parents of the option to ‘make such a request and shall
comply with any request received.

Any person or organization denied the rights accorded under this policy shall have the right to
request a review of the decision by the Board of Education by filing a written request with the
Superintendent of Schools.

Public Notice

The District will give annual public notice to parents/guardians of students in attendance and
students eighteen years of age or emancipated. The notice shall identify the types of information
considered to be directory information, the District’s option to release such information and the
requirement that the District must, by law, release secondary students’ names, addresses and
telephone numbers to military recruiters and/or institutions of higher education, unless
parents/guardians or eligible students request the District withhold this information. Such notice
will be given prior to the release of directory information.

Exclusions

Exclusions from any or all directory categories named as directory information or release of
information to military recruiters and/or institutions of higher education must be submitted in
writing to the Principal by the parent/guardian, student of eighteen years of age or emancipated
student with fifteen days of the annual public notice.




5145.15(b)

Students
Directory Information (continued)
(cf. 5125 - Student Records; Confidentiality)
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes
1-210 (11) Access to public records. Exempt records.

10-221b Boards of education to establish written uniform policy re
treatrment of recruiters.

Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (section 438
of the General Education Act, as amended, added by section 513 of P.L.
93-568, codified at 20 U.S.C. 1232g and Final Rule 34 CFR Part 99,
December 9, 2008.)

P.L. 106-398, 2000 H.R. 4205: The National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2001,

P.L. 107-110 “No Child Left Behind Act” Title IX, Sec. 9528,

Policy adopted: August 20, 2013 REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 17
Higganum, Connecticut




5145.15
Form

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT Ne. 17 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Access to Student Information by Military College Recruiters

Name of Student; Date:

Name of Parent: School:

Dear Parent/Guardian and Secondary Students:

Our District receives funds from the federal government under the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001. These funds are used in a variety of ways to provide additional help to students in greatest
academic need. The law also requires that districts receiving these funds must, upon request,
provide to military recruiters, colleges and universities, access to the names, addresses and
telephone listings of secondary students.

It is important for you to know that a secondary school student or histher parent or guardian may
request that the student’s name, address, and telephone number not be released by the District
without prior written parental consent. If you would like to make such a request, please complete
the following and return it to your child’s school.

Parent or Guardian: Please complete this section and return the entire form to your child’s
school. Use a separate form for each child.

I am aware the District must provide access to military recruiters and colleges or universities of
student names, addresses and telephone listings. 1 am aware the District will provide this
information upon request, unless I require that such information not be given to the following
groups without prior written parental consent:

Military Recruiters (please check one)

I Do not release my secondary student’s information to military recruiters at any time.

] Do not release my secondary student’s information to military recruiters until you have first
obtained my prior written parental consent before doing so.

Colleges, Universities, or Institutions of Higher Learning (please check one)

[ 1 Do not release my secondary student’s information to colleges, universities or other
institutions of higher learning at any time.

] Do not release my secondary student’s information to colleges, universities or institutions of
higher learning until you have first obtained my prior written parental consent before doing
S0.

Parent Signature: Date

Adult Student Signature: Date




5122.3(a)

Students

Assignment of Former Home-Schooled Students to Classes

Placement of resident home-schooled students who seek to be enrolled in the District’s schools will
be determined by the Principal who shall consult with members of the professional staff to the
extent appropriate. The Principal may direct that a test or tests be administered to help determine
grade level. In addition, the Principal is authorized to collect from parents/guardians actual samples
of coursework as he/she deems necessary in order to make the determination that the requisite
academic standards have been met. The decision of the Principal may be appealed to the
Superintendent.

A home-schooled student seeking admission to a District school must meet all residency, age,
health examination, immunization and other eligibility prerequisites as mandated by State law and
regulations. '

Home-schooled students enrolling in the District may be tested by an appropriate guidance
counselor/teacher/department chairperson/etc., to determine grade level placement. The school
officials shall make grade placement after consultation with the parents/guardians, guidance
personnel, involved staff members and the Principal or designee. Criteria for final placement shall
include past educational experience and successful performance and/or examination at the level of
initial assignment. Grades earned during home-schooling shall not be used in determining grade
point average, National Honor Society Membership, or valedictorian/salutatorian honors.

A previously home-schooled high school level student may be awarded credits towards high school
graduation by demonstrating mastery of the course outcomes by:

o Successfully passing an appropriate challenge examination;

» Providing portfolio/work sample evidence which demonstrates equivalent knowledge or
skill;

e Providing documentation of prior learning activities or experiences (e.g., certification of
training, hours of instruction, letters, etc.); and/or

e Passing a performance instrument or test administered by the respective Department
Chairperson. The standards for designing and passing the performance instrument shall be
set sufficiently high to ensure credits earned by such means shall be equivalent to those
offered by the District in the framework of the Carnegie unit. Commercially available
instruments may be used if they adequately cover course objectives. Credit for such classes
shall be awarded only on a pass/fail basis.




5122.3(b)

Students
Assignment of Former Home-Schooled Students to Classes (continued)

Credit approval shall be granted when the stadent has demonstrated by clear and convincing
evidence that he/she has achieved the same level of knowledge or skill as would have been
accomplished by successful completion of the District’s course(s) for which credit has been
requested.

(cf. 5111 — Admission)

(cf. 5122 — Assigning Students to a Teacher and Classes in Grades K-12)
(cf. 5123 — Promotion/Retention)

(cf. 6146 — Graduation Requirements)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

10-221(b) Boards of education to prescribe rules

i

AN Policy adopted: August 20, 2013 REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 17
Higganum, Connecticut
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S145.11

Students

Police in Schools

Schools are responsible for students during school hours which includes protecting each student's
constitutional rights, assuring due process in questioning and arrest, and protecting students from
any form of illegal coercion.

When police are investigating possible criminal acts which occurred, or may have occurred, on
school property, or while under the jurisdiction of the school district, they may question students at
school when the following procedures are observed:

1. Students will be questioned as confidentially and inconspicuously as possible.

2. An attempt will be made to notify the student's parents so that they may be present during
the questioning. The school principal, or his/her designee, will be present.

3. Preferably, the officer doing the questioning will wear civilian clothes.

When investigating a possible criminal violation occurring off school grounds or not part of a
school program, police will be encouraged to question students in their homes; however, they may
be permitted to question students in the schools when the procedures outlined in 1-3 above are

observed.

(cf. 1411 - Law Enforcement Agencies)

Policy adopted: August 20, 2013 REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 17
. Higganum, Connecticut




5145.11(a)

Students
Police in Schools
Questioning and Apprehension

In these regulations, the administration is reminded that a student who has attained the age of 18
enjoys the responsibility of speaking for him/herself without the agreement of parent, guardian or
representative as to whether or not he/she will submit to questioning,.

Initiated by School Administrators and Conducted by Administrators

Building Principals shall have the authority and duty to conduct investigations and to question
students pertaining to infractions of school rules, whether or not the alleged conduct is a violation
of criminal law. Such investigations shall be conducted in a manner which does not interfere
with school activities.

Initiated by School Administrators and Conducted by Law Enforcement Officers

The building Principal shall determine when the necessity exists that law enforcement officers be
asked to conduct an investigation of alleged criminal behavior which jeopardizes the safety of
other people or school property or which interferes with the operation of the schools.

The building Principal may request that law enforcement officers conduct an investigation and
question students who are potential witnesses of such alleged criminal behavior during school
hours. A reasonable attempt shall be made to contact the student’s parents, guardian or
representative prior to questioning by law enforcement officers. Reasonable requests of the
parents, guardian or representative shall be observed. The administrator involved shall document
such notifications or attempted notifications to parents, guardian or representative. In the
absence of a student’s parents, guardian or representative during any questioning of such
students, the Principal or a designated, certified school staff person shall be present as may be
allowed by law.

If the investigation has centered on any particular student suspected of any alleged criminal
activity, the procedure for taking students into custody by the procedure set forth below shall be
followed to the extent that it does not interfere with reasonable law enforcement procedures.

Initiated and Conducted by Law Enforcement Officers

Although cooperation with law enforcement officers will be maintained, it is the preference of
the District that it will not normally be necessary for law enforcement officers to initiate and
conduct any investigation and interrogation on the school premises during school hours
pertaining to criminal activities unrelated to the operation of the school. It is preferred that only
in demonstrated emergency situations, when law enforcement officers find it absolutely
necessary, will they conduct such an investigation during school hours. These circumstances

might be limited to those in which delay might result in danger to any person, flight of a person
reasonably suspected of a crime from the jurisdiction or local authorities, destruction of evidence,
or continued criminal behavior. No school official, however, should ever place him/herself in
the position of interfering with a law enforcement official in the performance of his or her duties
as an officer of the law.




5145.11(b)

-Students
Police in Schools
Questioning and Apprehension
Initiated and Conducted By Law Enforcement Officers {continued)

If the law enforcement officials are not recognized and/or are lacking a warrant or court order,
the building Principal shall require proper identification of such officials and the reason(s) for the
visit to the school. If the Principal is not satisfied he/she shall attempt to notify the
Superintendent and the officer’s superior, documenting such action.

In all cases, the officers shall be requested to obtain prior approval of the Principal or other
designated person before beginning such an investigation on school premises. The administrator
shall document the circumstances of such investigations as soon as practical. Alleged criminal
behavior related to the school environment brought to the Principal’s attention by law
enforcement officers shall be dealt with under the provisions of the two previous sections,

Interrogation of Student during Investigation of Violations of School Rules

In instances where school rules have allegedly been violated, the Principal may notify the
suspected rule violator(s) or potential witness(es) to the infraction. When suspension or
expulsion may be a consideration, the suspect student shall be advised orally or in writing of the.
nature of the alleged offense and of the evidence, if any, against the student.

In questioning a potential student witness to an alleged disciplinary infraction, care should be
taken by the administrator to ensure there is a reasonable likelthood that the student was indeed a
witness. School officials should not engage in detailed questioning of students at random
without reasonable cause in hope of gathering information as to school misconduct. Probable
witnesses should be told the nature of the alleged misconduct and the reason to believe that they
were witnesses. Such students should be given the opportunity to give their consent before
answering questions of school officials.

Circumstances may arise where it would be advisable to have another adult present during
questioning of students.

Violations of Criminal Law

During an investigation of violation of school rules, it may come to the attention of an
administrator that the investigated activity may also be a violation of criminal law. In proceeding
with the investigation, the Principal shall' attempt to ascertain whether there is sufficient
justification to believe that a criminal offense was committed that warrants notifying law
enforcement officials.




5145.11(c)

Students

Police in Schools

Questioning and Apprehension (continued)
Inierrogation and Investigations Conducted'in. School

When a suspected violation of criminal law has occurred on the school grounds invelving the
operation of the school or a school-sponsored activity, law enforcement officials may be notified
and their presence requested for the questioning of suspected students. If such officials are
notified, unless circumstances dictate otherwise, questioning of the student shall not begin or
continue until the law enforcement officers arrive.

Reasonable attempts shall be made to contact a student’s parents, guardian or representative who,
unless an emergency exists, shall be given the opportunity to confer with the student and to be
present with the student during such questioning. The administrator shall document the
notification or attempted notification to the student’s parents, guardian, or representative,

In the absence of parent/guardian and student consent, it is the preference of the District that law
enforcement officers on school premises shall not question a student. The law enforcement
officers shall be asked to advise the student of his/her legal rights, If the parent/guardian or
student refuses consent to the questioning, the law enforcement officer(s) will determine the
course of action to be pursued.

Information of criminal conduct not related to the schools shall be turned over to law
enforcement officials, without additional investigation by school officials.

Taking a Student into Custody

School officials shall not release students to law enforcement authorities voluntarily unless the
student has been placed under arrest or unless the parent, guardian or representative and the
student agree to the release,

‘When students are removed from school for any reason by law enforcement authorities, every
reasonable effort will be made to notify the student’s parents, guardian or representative
immediately. Such effort shall be documented.

Whenever an attempt to remove a student from school occurs without an arrest warrant or court
order or without acquiescence of the parent, guardian/representative or the student, the
administrator shall immediately notify a superior of the law enforcement officers involved to
make objection to the removal of the student and shall attempt to notify the parents/guardians of
the student. The Superintendent’s office shall be notified immediately of any removal of a
student from school by law enforcement officers under any circumstances.




5145.11(d)

Students

Police in Schools

Questioning and Apprehension (continued)
Taking a Student into Custody (continued)

The building Principal shall make reasonable efforts to persuade law enforcement officers not to
make arrests or fo take students into custedy on school premises. Whenever the need arises to
make arrests or take students into custody on school premises, the Principal shall make
reasonable efforts to persuade the law enforcement officers to utilize a non-uniformed officer in
making the arrest.

When it is necessary to take a student into custody on school premises and time permits, the law
enforcement officer shall be requested to notify the building Principal and relate the
circumstances necessitating such action. When possible, the Principal shall have the student
summoned to the Principal’s office where the student may be taken into custody.

When an emergency exists, the Principal may summon law enforcement officials to the school to
take a student into custody.

When a student has been taken into custody or arrested on school premises without prior
notification to the building Principal, the school staff present shall encourage the law
enforcement officers to notify the Principal of the circumstances as quickly as possible. In the
event that the officers decline to notify the Principal, the school staff members present shall
immediately notify the Principal or the Superintendent.

If at all possible, the parents, guardian or representative of the student shall be notified by the
Principal or other school administrator before the student is taken into custody by law
enforcement officers or as quickly thereafter as possible. The administrator shall document such
notification or attempted notification.

Disturbance of School Environment

Law enforcement officers may be requested to assist in controlling disturbances of the school
environment which the building Principal or other school administrator has found to be
unmanageable by school personnel and which disturbances have the potential of causing harm to
students, other persons, or school property. Such potential of possible disturbance includes
members of the general public who have exhibited undesirable or illegal conduct on school
premises or at a school event held on school property and who have been requested to leave by
an administrator, but have failed or refused to do so.




5145.11(e)

(\ "~ Students
Police in Schools
Questioning and Apprehension (continued)
Coordination of Policies by Enforcement Officials
School administrators shall meet at least annually with local law enforcement officials to discuss

the District's policy and rules regarding law enforcement contacts with the District. Law
- enforcement officials will be asked to instruct their staffs as to the terms of the school’s policies

and rules.

L; Regulation approved: August 20, 2103 REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 17
Higganum, Connecticut




5156

Students

Research Involving Students

All requests for the services of student volunteers in research projects, special studies, and
surveys not part of the regular educational program must be approved by the building Principal.
Parents or guardians of those students involved will be notified and where appropriate written
consent shall be obtained. Non-participation in the event may be requested in writing fo the
Principal.

Staff members shall submit their request to the building Principal. The building Principal will
notify the Superintendent of such project.

Policy adopted: August 20, 2013 REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 17
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